There 13 attached a copy of the statment I am makiag
today conceraing the action taiken Jy jyour Government
in Cuba and the action taken by ay Goverament in rasponse
to the threat which your actiom posed to its vital interests.

There are two possiblc assumptions open to me concerning
the purpose of your action. The first was that you have
suppiied these offensive weapons to Cuba and trained
Cubans in their use. In this case you have deliberately
turned over these lathal weapons to a government aeaded oy
a fanatic who has repeatadly declared his implacable
nostility to this country and the democratic nature of
this hemisphere.

The second possible assumption i3 that you nad

decided rapidly to build-up a set of soviet bases in
Cuba to vastly increast your auclear capability either for
use 3zainst us or to Sorma a basi3 for Jdemanding our
capituiation ia 3erlin and e2lzewhere. 1 3zade axplicitly
clear at our medtiang in Vienna and subsequently, that
in view of your adheresnce £o an ideology whicih contemplates

and 3eeiks the sprzad of your system throughout the world,
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3y Government ia the izterast3 of sell-praservation cculd
a0t tola2rat2 any action on your Rart -mich would ucset
tde Dalanca of sower i{n the wrid in 2 zaior vay. Ia
addition to this ia view of =y public statements on the
Cuban situation you must aave realized that failure to
act on our part would 2ave convinced you and the rest of
tie world thac the United states was imcapable of action
in its own defense.

It was agingt this backzround that I received
deinite information that the mizsiles and bombing
planes already in Cuba were rapidly being brought to a
3tata of readiness. I alao received good iadications that
atomic watheads were en route. In these cizcumstances I
felt that I aad no other choice than to take Iimmediata
acticn to remove the threat to our anational security.

The acticm wnich I have taken -witia the jreatest
r2luctgnca 13 the ddaimmm I 2lieved would remova the taraat.
The Jecision as to whetiher this alrzady zrave oriszis i3
widened and dispersed lies with your Govarnmeﬁt. My

Joverament aas always been re2ady iand Jdesirous to rasolve
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the problems that threaten the peace of the world by
negotiation and continues 2arnestly to Jdesire this

course. I trust that your Government will follow this

path.
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